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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 

Applicant submits the following list of references under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97. Copies 
of the references cited in the attached PTO-1449 are found in the parent applications of this case, 
serial numbers 09/209,339 and 08/878,641. 

No fee is required because, under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b), this Information Disclosure Statement 
is being filed ( 1 ) within three months of this application' s filing date, (2) within three months of entry 
into the national phase under 37 C.F.R. § 1.491 of an international application, or (3) before the 
mailing date of the first office action on the merits. 

If, however, unknown to Applicant, an office action on the merits has been mailed prior to 
the mailing date of this Information Disclosure Statement, Applicant hereby conditionally authorizes 
the $240 fee required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(c) and 1.1 7(p) to be charged to Deposit Account No. 
19-4547. 
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ol^^ [+] PTO/SB/08A (08-00) , 

Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031~T" 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1996, no persona are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Concurrently herewith 



Thomason 



Not yet assigned 
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Attorney Docket Number 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS t 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Dociment 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


„ Kind Code 2 
Number .... _ 
(if known) 






5,792,241 




Rrnuutt 


8/11/98 








5,591,317 




Pitts Jr. 


1/07/97 








5,567,293 




Paleologou 


10/22/96 








5,447,626 




Ido 


9/05/95 








5,435,894 




Havakawa 
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Binger 
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Eibl 
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Hughes 
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Amesen 
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Gibbs 


12/12/89 








4,872,959 




Herbst 


10/10/89 








4,871,450 




Goodrich 


10/03/89 








4,822,472 




Reis 


4/18/89 








4,719,018 




Przbyiski 


1/12/88 








4,579,640 




Eades 


4/01/86 








4,451,341 




Miller 


5/29/84 








4,419,206 




Frame 


12/06/83 








4,074,983 




Bakke 


2/21/78 








4,073,712 




Means 


2/14/78 








4,072,477 




Hanson 


2/07/78 








4,024,047 




Clark 


5/17/77 








4,012,310 




Clark 


3/15/77 








3,753,866 




Myers 


2/11/71 
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Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee 
or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
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Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is 
to place a check mark hee if English language Translation is attached. 



